 “I Can Teach” Activity
MS A2 Chinese
Research shows that one of powerful learning method is to share and present to others. Through this process, students will digest and master the contents, practice the skills and have the ownership of the knowledge. They become an activity learner and find way how to purse the information.
From Sept. 22, our MS A2 Chinese classes will start an “I Can Teach” activity. It is a weekly assignment that students will do during the weekend for 20 min. They have learned many Chinese characters. They are ready to teach others to reinforce their learning. Your participation is the key to help them complete their project. Please see the “Chinese Radical Mini Lesson” page for details.
You may wonder why we are learning these characters. As you can see, the characters above are colored in categories. They are the basic single characters as well as important radicals. Like English has 26 alphabet letters, Chinese character also has similar system, which is the single Oracle Writings. There are about 300 of them. First 60 single characters are carefully choused here as Level One group. Learning these characters has two functions: 

1. These single radicals often perform meaningfully in the compound characters, sometimes performs as sounding elements. 

2. These single radicals can form up to 100 phrases and 100 new compound characters.

Therefore, master these characters is essential and it will help students greatly in their future Chinese language study. 
Each student will have a “Character Hand Writing Exercise Booklet”. He/she will write down the characters taught on that week and have you sign. We plan to master the Level One Radical Mini Lesson before winter vacation.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you in advance for your support and help!

Sincerely,

Wendy Da
All teach content can be found from the CD-ROM “Magic Chinese Characters”.
	Schedule
	Chinese Radical Mini Lessons
	Teaching Steps

	1
	Sept. 22

6 characters
	Nature Related--Animal:    
马牛羊，        鸟鱼虫

Horse, cow, sheep, bird, fish, insects
	Step 1: Read the character and phrase to you
Step 2: Show you the stroke order

Step 3: Tell you the story from Oracle Writing

Step 4: Explain how this single character 
imbedded as an radical in the compound characters

Step 5: Do a self quiz

Step 6: Do the EazyRead (optional)

Step 1      Step 3
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	2
	Sept. 29

7 characters
	Nature Related--Animal: 

龙毛角，dragon, feather, horn
Nature Related--Weather:    
日月风雨 sun, moon, wind, rain
	

	3
	Oct. 6

6 characters
	Nature Related--Farming:    
木米禾,         竹瓜食

Wood, rise, plant, bamboo, melon, food
	

	4
	Oct. 13

6 characters
	Nature Related--Earth:      
石田水，        山火土

Rock, field, water, mountain, fire, water
	

	5
	Oct. 20

6 characters
	Human Related--Mankind:  
人女子，         儿立大

Man, woman, child, kid, stand up, big
	

	6
	Oct. 27

6 characters
	Human Related--Organ: 
口目耳，      舌月（肉）见

Mouth, eye, ear, taugu, meat, vision
	

	7
	Nov. 3

6 characters
	Human Related--Hand & Legs: 

手足爪，hand, foot, claw
Human Related--Language & Emotion: 
心言欠 heart, language, open mouth
	

	8
	Nov. 10

6 characters
	Manmade Related--Tools & Weapon: 
车工刀 car, work, knife
Manmade Related--Clothing: 
巾衣皮 towel, cloth, skin & leather
	

	9
	Nov. 17

6characters
	Manmade Related--Gold & Utensil: 
贝金王 shell, gold, jade
Manmade Related--Housing: 

厂广门 factionary, roof related, door
	

	10
	Nov. 24

6 characters
	Other--Number:
一八十  one, eight, ten

Other--Color:

白青黑  white, green, black
	

	11
	Dec. 1

3 characters
	Other—God & Ghost: Optional
鬼卜示  ghost, Torture Tell, respect to ancestor 
	

	Total radical as single characters: 64;  Total Phrases: 64; Total compound characters: 128 and phrases: 128

	Goals of this activity:

1. Students understand how characters have been formed

2. Students master the basic single characters and recall the meaning when the radicals appeared in the compound characters (Single character: 水， 白，马， 女;  Compound characters: 泉, 妈) 


Step 2          Step 4








   Step 5





�








